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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. .^^.h 
- E^Ss o,«„ emay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a rep.y be tmely filed 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 January 2005. 
2aM This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the ments is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1^23 is/are pending in the application 
4a) Of the above claim(s) 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1^23 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 
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3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-23 have been examined. 

Response to Amendment 

2. The Amendment filed on 1/14/05 is sufficient to overcome the Kanter and Elsman 
reference. 

Claim Rejections - 35VSC§112 
3 Claim 11,12 recites the limitation leasing or renting an automobile to the customer. 
These claims are dependent upon independent claims 1 . However, claims 1 disclose that the 
automobile has been sold to the customer. It is not possible to lease or rent the automobile after 
the automobile has already been sold. Claim 1 should state something like, providing an 
automobile to a customer wherein the automobile is acquired (similar to language in claim 13). 
Then, the dependent claims could state different ways of providing the automobile. However, as 
the claims are currently stated, there is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. Correction is required. Examiner notes that claim 1 was amended following the 
Examiner's recommendation in the earlier office action. However, this current recommendation, 
or a similar claim amendment, is necessary. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
ucn tLt tn e u^ect matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
Sv?n7orS skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 

manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claim 1-3, 6-10, 13-15, 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kanter (5,537,314) in view of Elsman (6,029,102) in view of Schulden (6,356,877). 

Claim 1, 2, 13, 14: Kanter discloses a method, system for providing rebates to automobile 
owners based on purchases made at participating retailer locations, the method comprising: 
selling an item to a customer (col 16, lines 42-52) wherein the customer is provided with a 
customer identification badge containing a plurality of customer information (col 20, lines 50-57; 
col 17, lines 53-63); retrieving the customer information stored within the customer 
identification badge at a point of sale (col 16, lines 42-52); 

transmitting point of sale purchase information and the customer information to a rebate 
processing center remote from the point of sale (Fig. 1; col 16, lines 42-52; col 19, lines 18-22); 
and providing a rebate to the customer wherein the rebate is calculated based on the purchase 
information (col 16, lines 42-52). 

Kanter does not explicitly disclose that the identification card is given to the user when 

the user is sold an automobile. 

However, Elsman discloses providing an identification card at time of selling an 
automobile that includes user identifying information and can be utilized at time of future 

purchases (col 4, lines 5-15). 

Elsman further discloses the utilization of a smartcard with memory (col 2, line 64-col 3, 

line 5; Fig. 2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Elsman' s card provided at automobile purchase to Ranter's card 
provided when making a purchase at a sponsoring company location. One would have been 
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motivated to do this in order to allow Ranter's method to be utilized with sponsoring companies 
who are automobile dealers. 

Additionally, Kanter discloses that awards can be set as valid or invalid: 
"(79) (ii) to provide an incentive program which allows a sponsoring company to 
designate certain items of merchandise or certain services as valid or invalid toward posting 
awards and/or as valid or invalid for redemption of awards" (col 15, lines 30-35). 
Elsman discloses verifying ownership of the automobile: 
"(9) The authorization card may be generated by law enforcement authorities or 
the owner of the vehicle. In one embodiment of the invention, the owner may encode restricted 
authorization cards using the controller by first entering an appropriate password" (col 1, lines 
61-67). 

Schulden discloses that cards be utilized to record and provide awards and that awards 
can be stopped after a certain period of time and that awards are provided to vehicle owners: 

"(14) Finally, another possibility is to issue the credit by means of a corresponding entry 
on a read/write storage medium such as a chip card or magnetic strip card. In this case, the 
credit can be redeemed at any location that accepts this card as a method of payment (col 2, 
lines 44-50). 

(23) As another feature of the invention it is also possible that one of the communication 
devices supplies data regarding the time at which the advertising medium is attached to the 
vehicle. Namely, if the advertising company or an agency appointed by it always sets the 
contracts with the vehicle owners for a predetermined time period, then this data is enough to 
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determine whether the life of the contract has already expired and to possibly avoid issuing a 
credit after the life of the contract expires (col 4, lines 15-25) . 

( 1 6) Based on the data sent to it, the central control unit 30 determines whether or not 
the owner of the vehicle 12 is entitled to a credit with this filling station visit. For example, if a 
predetermined time period, e.g. one week, has passed since the last filling station visit and the 
contract between the vehicle owner and the advertising company has not yet expired, and 
furthermore if the advertising medium 16 is attached to the vehicle 12 in an intact state, then the 
control unit 30 determines that the owner of the vehicle 12 is entitled to a credit and transmits a 
corresponding signal to an automated payment point 32 by way of a signal line Z" (col 6, lines 
22-33). 

Notice that in Schulden that the user must be the owner and must be in possession of the 
vehicle. The user is verified as being in possession of the vehicle by verifying that an intact 
sticker is in place on the vehicle. Also, notice that in Schulden that the rebates expire after pre- 
determined time periods. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made that Ranter's card for acquiring rebates can expire based on differing 
criteria such as possession of a certain item such as an automobile. One would have been 
motivated to do this in order to provide incentives for purchasing certain items and rewarding 
certain user conditions or actions. 

Claim 3, 15: Kanter and Elsman and Schulden disclose the method of claim 1, and Kanter 
further discloses that the customer identification badge comprises a magnetically encoded wallet 
card (col 17, lines 53-60). 
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Claim 6: Kanter and Elsman and Schulden disclose the method of claim 1 , and Kanter 
further discloses that the rebate comprises a check mailed to the customer at quarterly annual 
time intervals (col 16, lines 47-52; col 25, lines 5-15). Furthermore, since Kanter states that any 
periodic time period, such as a month, is possible, it would be obvious that the time period can 
be quarterly. Quarterly payments are a convenient option to some users. 

Claim 7, 18: Kanter and Elsman and Schulden disclose the method of claim 1, and Kanter 
further discloses that the rebate is electronically deposited into a bank account specified by the 

customer (col 16, lines 47-52). 

Claim 8, 19: Kanter and Elsman and Schulden disclose the method of claim 1, and Kanter 
further discloses that the purchase information comprises a rebate amount that a participating 
retailer is willing to pay (col 16, lines 43-65; col 17, lines 60-63). 

Claim 9, 20: Kanter and Elsman and Schulden disclose the method of claim 1, and Kanter 
further discloses that the retailer provides payment to the rebate processing center to pay for the 
rebate (Fig. 1; col 19, lines 55-col 20, line 19). 

Claim 10, 21: Kanter and Elsman and Schulden disclose the method of claim 1. Kanter 
further discloses transmitting the customer information from the sponsoring company/ place 
where user became a member to the rebate processing center (Fig. 1; item 79). 

5. Claims 4, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kanter 
(5,537,314) in view of Elsman (6,029,102) in view of Schulden (6,356,877) in view of Ovadia 
(5,612,527). 



Application/Control Number: 09/68 1,815 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3622 

Claim 4, 16: Kanter and Elsman and Schulden disclose the method of claim 1. Kanter 
does not explicitly disclose that the customer identification badge comprises a bar code. 

However, Ovadia discloses utilizing automobile related identification cards at time of 
purchase and also the utilization of bar codes and magnetic striping (col 6, lines 10-20). 

Ovadia further discloses that the customer identification badge comprises a bar code (col 
2, lines 15-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Ovadia's customer identification badge with bar code to Ranter's 
customer identification badge with identification code. One would have been motivated to do 
this in order to provide a convenient way of identifying the user. 

6. Claims 5, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kanter 
(5,537,3 14) in view of Elsman (6,029,102) in view of Schulden (6,356,877) in view of Bricauld 
(6,149,466). 

Claim 5, 17: Kanter and Elsman and Schulden disclose the method of claim 1. Kanter 
does not explicitly disclose that the customer identification badge comprises a persistent memory 
module having input and output capabilities wherein the module is attached to the automobile. 

Kanter further discloses a sponsor providing a wide range of services and that the sponsor 
can operate in a wide variety of locations (Fig. 1; col 4, lines 39-41). 

However, Bricauld (6,149,466) discloses a smartcard whereby the smartcard is attached 
to the automobile and there is also a module in the automobile for attaching the smartcard too 
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and the smartcard can be utilized for services in the automobile (col 1, lines 17-25; col 1, lines 
10-25). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Bricauld's card that can be utilized in an automobile to Ranter's 
card that can be utilized in a wide variety of locations. One would have been motivated to do 
this in order to allow flexible utilization of the card. 

7. Claims 1 1, 12, 22, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kanter (5,537,314) in view of Elsman (6,029,102) in view of Schulden (6,356,877) in view of 

Schilling (5,359,182). 

Claim 11,12, 22, 23: Kanter and Elsman and Schulden disclose the method of claim 1. 
Kanter nor Elsman explicitly discloses that the automobile is leased or rented to the customer. 

However, Schilling discloses the utilization of cards and that automobiles can be rented 
or leased (Fig. 1; Fig. 2; col 1 1, lines 21-35). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add automobile renting or leasing to Ranter's sponoring company 
whereby the sponsoring company can be Elsman's automobile dealer. One would have been 
motivated to do this in order to utilize the full services of an automobile dealership such as 
selling, renting, and leasing automobiles. 
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Response to Arguments 

■ u ect to claims 1-23 have been considered but are moot in 
8 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 

view of the new ground(s) of rejection. claim I 

* tthe35USC 112rejection still applies tocl al ms 11 and 12. Claim 
Examiner notes that the 35 UbC j 

• 11 am deoendent upon claim 1 , state that the 
statesthattheautomobile^ssold. Claims U and 12, depende 

au tomobileisleasedorrented. Correction is required. 

referred to. 

Conclusion 

^^^^^^^^ Z 

M period, then the shorteued statutory penod 



the eud of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 



^e^eouthec.ethead.soryaettou.s^ed.andanye^oufeepurs-to, 

date of the advisory action. In no event, 



CFR U36(a) will be calculated from the mailing 



ctv MONTHS from the date of this 



final action. 
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